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A Polish manufactured T-585 of the 37th Ammored Division litters the
highway leading to Basra. All along the highwaoy can e seen hundrads ¢
Iragi combal vaehicles abondoned Dy their crew. Notice rounds from ar
RPZ in front of the tank.
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Before invading Kuwait in August of 1991, the Irag
amy was believed to be the fourth largest army in the
worldl, with a total of 255,000 regulars and 450,000 resen-
sts, Invalvernent in the 1980-1988 Iran/lrag War made the
Baghdad army the most experienced of all Arab armies.

The Iragi armed forces were modeled after the
fitish General Staff, which governed land operations
nvolving the lowest unit (the squad), upto the highest unit
ithe corps).

The Iragis have since made modifications based on
soviet influence and their own war-time experences.
hese changes were necassary because of the use of
wide range of equiprnent, disorganization among the
units, and overall expediency.

At the top of the Armmed Forces organization is the
seneral Headguarters (GHEY, which oversees all army,
ar force, navy and
popular arrmy opera-
jons. Contrelling the
active corps and the
coips-levelraservistsis
theresponsioility of the
epublican Guard
‘wreces Command
RGFC).

The  regular
amny consists of from S
fo 7 divisions, These
Suallyinclude upto
rfantry divisions, and

or 2 mechanized in-
fantry and/or crmored
dvisions, Other units
wallable to the corps
clude, brigade size
o larger arfillery units,
Jir defense artilery units, one or two commando bri-
jades, anarmy aviation wing, arocketbrigade, aspecial
forces brigade. tank fransporter regiment, and several
rattalions with various speciclties, reconnaissance, field
sngineering, anti-tank weapons, electronic warfare,
chernical defense, supply and fransportation, mechani-
ol engineering, bridging and medical,

Each corps hos usually three artillery battalions,
aquipped with 18 122mm tfowed howitzers. Although, in
ome coses 130mm, 1582mm and 155mm hove been
wed, These howitzers are towed by frucks from several
dfferert manufacturers: Tatra (Czechoslovakial, [FA
forrner Eqst Germany) and ZIL/URAL (Soviet Union),

The corps air defense artilery brigade (ADA) is
somposed of up to 3 battalions of 57mm 5-60, with 18 guns
saf battalion, The ADA unit may also contain the 37mm
V1939 arthe Z5U-23-4in ploce of or in addition to the 5-60.
The Iragis have demonstrated alarge degree of flexibility
nemploying ADA assets at corps level and below. For
sxarmple, the GHE canassign some SA-6 and SA-Bunitsto
sefend high priorty sites or units, Surface to air missiles
SaMD and anti-aircraft arillery (A8A) can be ossigned to
he ADA to augment coverage of corps level facilifies.

The corps’ reconnaissance battalion consists of two
companies, each equipped with 18 BRDM-2 (six In each
platoon) and 5 BTR-50 command vehicles, Some battal
ions were also equipped with French Panhard M-3 1T or
Yugaoslavy M-80 APC (The organization and number of
vehicles are the same for the division's reconnaissance
battalion). This unit may also contaln a long rangs recon
naissance elemeant for conducting extended patrols be-
hind front lines as it did before the ground war broke out

The anti-tank battalion of the corpsis made up of 5
companies of 40 BRDM-Saggers and French VCR/TH (with
hot missiles). Each company also has 2 GAZ-66 and 3 UAZ-
469 vehicles. The field engineer battallonis equipped with
ZIL trucks with barbed-wire laying equipment, graders
and GAZ-69 and 63 vehicles. This baftalion's mission in
volyes constructing cbstacles, conducting engineer re-
connaissance,
constructing de-
fensive positions
and clearing away
enemy obstacles
They also play a
major part in assist-
ing the bridging
units. These units
are equippedwith
their own vehicles
aswaell; MTU-20, TPP
pontoons and G5P
ferries,

The artillery b
gade conslsts of 3
battalions (18 trans
porter, erector-
launchers or TEL),
with 3 batteries (2
TEL). Irag also has three operational SRBM systems, the
Scud-B, and two modifled Scuds; the Al-Hussein and Al-
Habbas, These missiles hit lsrasl and Saudi Arabia when
they were launched from the Soviet MAZ-543 TELand Iragi
made EL during the war, demonstrating a range capabil
ity of more than 600km.

The Iragi regular army has three different types of
divisions: armored, mechanized and infantry. The basic
organizational structure of each is the same. This consists
of the three maneuver brigades, divisional artillery and
various combat support and service support unifs. In
general, a mechanized division has two mechanized
brigades and one armored brigade, whereasthe armored
division has two armored brigodes and one mechanized
brigade. The infantry division has three infantry brigades
and a single organic tank baftalion. One division com-
prises six to eight maneuver brigades.

The brigade is normally the lowest echelon in the
Iragi army which operatesindependently. There are three
tvpes of brigades; infantry (three infantry battalions),
mechanized (three mechanized and one armored bat
talion), and armaored (three armaored and one mecha-
nized battalion). Additionally. each maneuver brigade



has a supply and transportation company, a headgquar-
ters and signal company, a chemical platoon, a recon-
naissance platoon, an assault engineer company, and a
commando company sent from the division commando
force. Note that the artillery, qir defense and combat
support services are from the division.

The mechanized Infantry batfalion consists of fhree
mechanized companies, each with 12 APC, 2 GAZ-66, a
heavy platoon (3 60mm mortars, 12 RPG-7 antfi-tank weap-
ons and 4 12.7mm heavy maching guns) and three rifle
platoons, Each rifle plateon has 3 APC and three rifle
squads, fen men each. In addition, each mechanized
company is assigned o combat support company. an
administration company, aheadguarters company, and
a reconnaissance platoon. This means an additional 39
BMP, 4 BRDM-2, 25 GAZ-66, 8 Ural-
375, 4Ural-3750 and two fuel kitch-
ens/trailers and three field kitch-
ens,

Pricrto the ran-lrag War, the
role of the Republican Guards was
to secure the Saddam Husselin re-
gime, but between 1982 and 1784
the Republican Guard Forces
Command (RGFC) served asastra-
tegic reserve force, comprising six
seperate brigades which were
employedinevery counter-attack
against Iranian offensives. Some
defeats and lack of power con-
vinced Baghdad that a large
counter-attacking force was
needed. By 1990, the RGFC had
grown to eight divisions with atotal
of thirty-three brigades. Today, the
RGFC is the best equipped and
besttralnedforceinthelragiarmy,
saving the regime from the Kurd
and Shi’ite revolts, This corpsis also
self-sufficient with organic com-
batand combatsupport elements,
If the organization of the Repulbli-
can Guards brigades Is the same
as the army brigades, then the
number of combat vehiclas be-
comes more important, Each
Guard brigade is nearly self-contained, with an arfillery
battalion (mainly South African 155mm G-5) and fank
battalions with four companies, instead of the army's
three companies.

During the war, the alied inteligence reported
around 430,000 ragi ground froops in Kuwait alone, made
up of farty divisions and some independent brigade and
special forces unifs, They also spotted approximately
3,500 tanks, 2,700 armored vehicles and 3,000 artillery
pieces, all from various corps.

Intelligence services also reported activity cutside
of Kuwait. In the Basra region there were over 200,000
Republican Guard troops from three armored divisions;
the "Hammurabi®, the "Medina” and the "Tawakalna”,
with some elements of the 4th Guard Corps and three

independeant Special Forces brigades of the 99th Special
Forces Division. The allied also counted 1,5007-72, T-59/6%,
T-42 and 1,200 guns. South of Baghdad were 250,000 men,
700 tanks and 00 artillery pieces of primarily the $th Corps
(reserve). 50,000 troops were sighted west of Baghdad, as
were 2007-72, T-62 and 150 guns from the 2nd Republican
Guard Corps, the 4th Mechanized Division (Al-Fao) and
the &th Mechanized Division (MNebuchadnezzar).

By the end of 1990, the lragi army had a fotal of
5,500 tanks including, 700 T-72B, T-72G and T-72M (1hi
includes the Yugosiavian M-84, avariant of the T-72 which
was coptured from the Kuwaiti army), 400 T-62, 1,500
Chinese T-59/69, 2, 500 T584/55 and Romanian T-77, 100 FT-
76 and 100 Chieftain (also captured from the Kuwail
arrmy’.

Alongside this impressive
______fankfleet was a vast stock of arfi
o W lery, including around 3.000 var-
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ous towed guns: 105mm M-58,
122mm D-74, 0-30 and M-1938,
1 30mim M-46 and type 59-1, 152mm
MA-1237 and M-1243, 155mm -5,
200 GH N-45, M-114; 500 self-pro-
peled guns: 122mm 251, 152mm
253, 155mm M-109A1/A2, AUF-1
200 multiple-rocket launchers
122mm BM-21, 127mm Astros |
132mm BM-13, 180mm Astros 55
30, 262mm Ababes| 50 and 300mm
Astros 55-60. Various armored re-
connaissance vehicles: 1,300
BROM-2, 400 EE-9 Cascavel, 300
EE-3 Jararaca, 300 AML-60/%0ang
ERC-90 Sagaie and Mowag Fira-
rha, totalling around 2,500 pleces,
The Iragl divisions also counted
1,500 mechanized infantry com:
bat vehicles BMP-1/2, and maors
than 6,000 APC: 1,000 YW-531, M-
113, Panhard k-3, EE-T1 Urutu, BTR-
BO/A0/152, OT-62 and 1,500 MT-LE
After the alied offensive, the ex
perts considered the lragi arrmy wel|
equipped, but badly trained. They |
had little experience at the cperc-
tional level of war, and very lite
night fighting capacity. This army was totally out of ifs
depth in the context of a modern land-air battle,
Even the Republican Guard divisions, like the other
Iragl divisicns, alfered no coordinated resistance anc
therefore were destroyed. For example, the Medinc
armored division RG was smashed by the USAF A-10 anc
F-16 as its T-72 and T-69 were being loaded aboard tank
transporters. The only counter-attack launched by ar
armored brigade of the Tawakaolna armoered division was
totally defeated by the M-1A1 Abrams of the 24th UL
Infantry Division. It should be explained that just ten days
before the ground offensive, coalition air forces shiffec
the weight of their attacks from the Republican Guars
divisions, forming the strategic reserve in southerm
Iraglalready destroyed at 30%). to the armored division:



of the tactical reserve in central Kuwalt, and culminated
Hth cirstrikes on Iragl forward positions. These air attacks
aftlragi units along the Kuwalt border at only 50% copac-
ty, according to Pentagon officials,

The codlition commanders were surprised at how
neffective the ragi artillery proved. Before the war, the
pecialized press told of the performance of Baghdad
atllery against the Iranian army, and stated that the 3,800
guns alone would present a huge danger for the allied
armies when the ground war did start. One aspectforgot-
en, wos that the modern artilery pieces were in the
Republican Guard units, and that by the time that the RG
wasengaged, the alied campaign was virtually finished!

Whenthe allied armies advanced, only two choices
wereleftforthe lragiartilery commanders; stand inplace
and be destroyed, or abandon the guns and survive, A
few chose the former, most chose the latter, During the
sulfwWar, the ragis lost nearly 3,500 of 5,500 tanks, 2,500 of
5000 APCs, 2,100 of 3,800 guns and 97 combat aircrafts.
4 total of 42 Iragi divisions were destroyed or rendered
neffective. All in all, it was a total victary far the Allled

forces,

Until the day of the cease-fire, the Iragi High Com-
mand believed in a large landing con the Kuwaiti coast.
They massed more than 4 infantry divisions and one
armored division along the coast, with 3 more arcund
Kuwait City, When the Iraqi Corps in Kuwait realized that
the allied armies had made a huge movement on their
back to halt any refreat, it was too late.

Throughout Kuwait, but mostly within 10km of the
coast, many blockhouse, burkers and minefields were
built, Units were forced to use whatever materials thay
could salvage; scrap-iron, barrels, water-tanks, old doors,
and even chunks of pavement. This proved to be some-
what un-coordinated and ineffective, so the Iragis relied
primarily on o defense line of three lines of barbed wire, a
minefield cover at hightide, then two-three lines of gaso-
line filed trenches, all protected by arillery position. Inthe
suburbs, some armored battalions of T-55 and T-62 were
used as mobile defense. But we can say that, even with
soldiers in position, these defenses were no match for the

dllied firepower, N
Eric Micheletti
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A Chinese manufactured T-59 abandoned in geoed
condition near the Manageesh oilfield. Buming cilwells can
be seen in the background., The lragis had planted a
minefield around the oilfield to prevent tha Coalition forces
from approaching the cilfield.

A T-55 burns from an intermal explosion after being hit
by tank fire near the Al Birgan ciffield south of Kuwait-City.
This tank belonged to the 37th Armornad Division,

b P oy e 4T

& Chinesa-mada T-58 tank of the Gih Armored Division fitted with side skirts, that was knocked out by the U.S. 7th Corps west of Kuwait. Notice the penetration
anthe lower side of the turret.
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One of the 40 tanks that were destroved by the Franch Gazelle helicoptars equipped with HOT missiles, This T-58 balonged to the 45th Infantry Division an
was taken out 50km south of As Salman. Note the fence in front of the tank that was supposed to stop anti-tank missiles

Victim of an A-10 Warthog, this T-55 has the KMT-6 mine plough attached A T-55 of the 10th Armored Division received a hit at the bottom of the turrel
and the 12.7mm machine gun still intact.

A T-59 with its turret blown off after receiving a direct hit from an M1A1 Abrams aleng the Kuwait City-Basra Highway, The T-58's 100mm gun was no match
for the M1A1's 120mm smoath-bore gun.



AT-59 that lost its tracks near the Sabriyva oilfield. The

Jrani tank crew usually left their vehicles in such hastea that
ey had na time to booby trap tham.

A T-5% ovarturned by an explosion on tha highway (o
3asra, Motice what are believed to be French Unit Markings
sainted on the lower glacis plate,

e

Soviet-made T-55 abandoned on the highway to Basra.
Due to the lack of anti-aircraft arillery (lowed or sali-
propelied} toprotect the convoys, hundreds of Iragi combat

vehicles were destroyed on this highway by Coalition
warplanes.




AT-55gotcavghtin the middie of a highway while trying
to escape from Kuwait City. Hundreds of T-72s, T-62s and
T-55s litter the highways leading north from Kuwait City.

A T-59 knocked out by Allied air power. \With air
superiornty lost the Iragi tanks were easy targets for Coalition
warplanes and anti-tank helicopters in the open desert,
Motice the spare ammo without a machine gun to go with it

This T-62 of the 10th Armored Division managed 12
raach Basra area after flieeing Kuwait but was evantuals
caught up and destroyad by the Allied air power,




A T-65 of the 37th Armored Division destroyed by U.S
warplanes at Multa Gap on 27th February 1591, about
20k m from Kuwait City.

This T-62 took a hit at the back, somewhere north of
K.uwait. On 27th February 1981, the Iragi garrison aban-
donad Kuwait City and fled north towards Basra, but many
couldn't makea it,

American soldiers examine an abandoned T-59 from
the 11th Infantry Division in a subur of Kuwait City, Notice
tha tank commander's periscope on tha ground near the
closast U5, soldier.




d T-55 at the Al Bargan oilfield with an ailwell fire ' wdrop of the

Al

tadium at Kuwait City, (SIRPA)




An upgraded T-55 with appligue armor (& rubber and
metal combination) fitted to the glacis plate, hull sides and
turretl, These iImprovemeants increase the weight of the tank
a0 much that a counter-balance has to be fitted to the rear
of the turret. The power to weight ratio has been reduced
from 16hpton to 14hpiton

Fesult of a direct hit by an M1A1 Abrams. This T-59 has
its turret blown off.
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This T-59 with KMT-8 mine plough of the 1st
Mechanized Division seen near the Al Birgan oilfield.

A Polishmanufactured T-55 of the 37th Armored Division
abandoned intact on a highway leading to Basra just outside
Kuwait City,

This T-59 of the 45th Infantry Division was abandonet
by its crew and later becamea a war trophy of the Frenc
Army, (SIRPA)




The last days of the war the Iragis tended to flee Kuwait City by civilian cars, and they left their tanks in running condition (often loaded with ammunition} all over
Ihe suburbs of Kuwait City. This T-58 belongad to the 37th Armored Division.

A T-55 of the 37th Armored Division abandoned intact in Kuwait City. The
machine gun had been stolen by the Kuwaili resistance.

A BADM-2 wreck destroved at Umm Al Aish. This amphibious scout car has a turret mounting a 14.5mm KPVT machine gun with a coaxial 7. 62mm PKY machine
ur.




Abandoned some 80km from Safwah is this Panhard M3 amored personnel carrer, Sevaral versions
of the M3 were used by the Iragis. Some Kuwaiti M3s were capiured by the Iragis when they invaded the
country.

A camouflaged YW-750 armored ambulance
krocked out by & U.S. Maring unit in southern Fusai
This variant is built on a Type 63 chassis and can camy
aither four stretecher or eight seated patients basides s
normal crew of two plus two dactars,

A BMP-1 infantry combat vehicle of a mechanized division near Sabriya oilfield. Before the Guif War, Iraghad around 1,500 BMP-1/2, Since only the Republics
Guard units employed BMP-2s, the BMPs found in Kuwait theatre were mainly BMP-1s. This BMP-1 lost a track during a tight turn while trying to escape and
crew had to abandon the vehicle, AT-3 Sagger missiles and 73mm shalls were all over the place.



A Chinese-built Type 82 {YW-531) amored personnel carrier. This APC A burned down 54-9 Gazkin mobile surface-to-air missile systam. The SA-
#rles 10 troops and a four mean crew, 9 has a maximum range of 7,000m with allitude limits being 900 to 5,000m,

The Iragi army left behind in Kuwail mora than 50% of its fleet of 1,500 MT-LEB multi-purpose fracked vehicle. Most of the units in Kuwait were equipped with this
e ol cheap armored personnel carrier and artillery tractor, Tha MT-LB, with its low ground pressure, has good cross country performance on soft sand,



Thelragis developed their ocwn MT-LB montarvarsions
This one mounts a 120mm modar in the rear which is
operated by a fourmen crew. The 120mm round has a range
of 8,200m and the MT-LB can carry 104 rounds.

& pair of Type 653 engineear varsion destroyed by LIS, warplanas naar &

Salman. (SIRPA)

Whatis leftof an SA-6 Gainful surface-to-air mi
Flush radar system. The missile has a range of 4




ion of the
unds per minute and the 251 normally
m projectiles.

One of the many victims at Multa Gap, a BROM-

with a 14.5mm KPVT maching gun in the tur
up underneath the BROM.




The ambulance varsion of the YW531 is the YW750
Thisambulance iscamaouflaged andis armed with a 12.7mm
machine gun.

A Type 63 armored personnel carmer that will never
reach Irag. Often referred to as YW531, this vehicle has a
crew of four and can carry 10 fully equipped infantrymen,
Duetoits cheap price, this Chinese built AFC is being used
im many countries.

On the road 1o Safwan, a Brazilian-made EE-11 Linsty
armmored personnel carriar of the 30th Infantry Division gol
bogged down inthe sand and abandaned by it's crew. The
Iragi army had more than 200 Urutus in service, some fitted
with the S0mm gun turret, This EE-11isin APC configuration
and is only armed with a 12.7mm machine gun and a
T B2mmmachine gun. Motice the snakehead emblam pairted
behind the front wheel weall,
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Z51-23-4 raft gun and a SA-9 low-allitude SAM system of an air-defense unit being put out of &
supposed fo shoot down. (SIRPA}

i by U.S. warplanes they wera




T-89, MT-LE, BMP-1 turrets blown off easily on Soviet designed tanks and armored persorinel carrers whan hit by direct fire.

A T-58 tagged north of Kuwait City near the Sabriya oilfield.



4 T-55 tagged by the 1644th Transmission Unit. Most of the time, the taggers on Iragi vehicles might not be the units that captured or destroyed them,

A T-59 sold for STP200 at the Multa Gap.




T-55 tagaed by the U.5. enginaers at Multa Gap.

A BRDOM-2 with lots of tags at Multa Gap, Thiswasthe
place where hundreds of L.5. soldiers went and look for
souvenirs, even though the place was full of cluster bombs.

A T-50 of the 11th Infantry Division akandaned in the




T-55 with applique armor abandoned on the Kuwait
City-Qasr highway. This T-55 belonged to the 14th Infantry
Division

A column of tanks and trucks got caught by WS
warplanes on 27th February, 1991

host of the time, the Iragis didn't turm on their Gun Dish
radar for fear of detection by Alled warplanes. However, the
Z5U-23-4 Shilka self-propelled anti-aircraft gun was still
effective against Allied warplanes even without its radar due
to the high rate of fire




Iragi 122mmfield gun D-74s dastroved by Allled counter-battery, The D-74 was used primarily in support missions by the Iragis. The D-74 has a maximum ranga
of 24 000m and is operated by a crew of ten. It can be towed by the AT-L, AT-5, Ural-3750 or the Tatra 813 tractors.

An Iragi artillery position belonged to one of the artillery battalions of the 18th Infantry Division,



Shelters for the artillery crew and shells. These positions were overrun by Allied forcas near Al Fuhayhil. The crew leftin such hasta that the shalls weare all over
tne place
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A 37mm automatic anti-aircraft gun M1839 destroved in Northam Kuwait, A 57Tmm S-60 and its tractor destroyed by U.S. warplanes at Mulla Gap. In
The Iragi &A fire scored some hits during the early days of the air campaign the hackground can be sean the wrecks of looted cars and trucks

A STmm S-60 anti-aircraft gun leftintact by its crew in a camp along the Kuwaiti coast at Mina Abd Allah area,



wed WHOLASA (4xd) 3. 000kg truck used by
the majority of Iragi Sions general transport
purpose. The W50L series of trucks were manufacturad
informear East Germany. lthas a maximum road speed
of 83km'h and a range of T20km.

GAZ-66truck of a parachute unitin a bomb crate. If required, the vehicle can ba fitted with a tarpaulin
covar.

Wrecks at the Mutla Gap. Amaong them two WSOLA/A transport trucks and anothar one in shop-repair version. These trucks belonged to the 11th Infantry Division.




The GAZ- bE I‘ch- arange of B75km and & maxirmum road spaed of 95kmdh.

A shop-repair version of the LKW 6t truck, 5 the special camouflage GAZ-66NBC deco
pattem. appearadintact, a

.




Magirus 75-13 AWM [ rmery Magirus-Deuiz
e fo Vast Garmany, like the
) ta frag.

GAZ-66 truek of a parachute unit {note the parachute
logo on the doorkleft intact in the Kuwaiti desart, Even alite

unit evacuated without giving a fight.
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Toyota 4x4 trucks weare used extansiv LT idespread use weara the UAZ-4698 jeeps. The Iragis captured many 4x4 vehicles during
it and tumed them into liaison ve IO (was found near Salwan area.




rof the GAZ-69 jeep
The Iragi army had

d abandoned in the

i b T




W50 trucks destroyed al Multa Gap. It was very surprising to see sa many different units mixed in the sama area.

LKW &t truck
shalter. Thi
as dormitory for 1

Multa Gapi st example of an army without a 5
up with whateverthey 0 in Kuwait, Th E ani units thi i alnly r'|drn|:|ular._~er' e,
cernad to sav than to fight a foreign country, Allied warplanes 0 eaing comvoy gt Multa Gap and tumead that area into &
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A destroyad T-53 near the Al Birgan oiffield area. This T-58is fitted with the KMT-6 mine plough and belonged to an assault engineercompany of the 1st Mechanized
Division.

A T-69 of tha B1st Mechanized Infantry Division equipped with a German laser rangefinder seen south of Ar Rawadatayn oilfield area.




A brand new T-59 of the 45th Infantry Division deserted
by its crew near the road leading from As Salman to tha
Saudi border, This division had 8,000 man, 40 tanks and 3
artillery battalicns with 122mm, 132mmand 152mm artillery
pleces. Of this total strength, 4,500 mean weratakan prisoner,
while all the tanks and artillery weara aither destroyed or
captured.

A BMP-1 infantry combat vehicle of a mechanized
division near Sabriva oilfield, AT-3 Sagger missiles and
T3mm shells were all over the place,

& greandan camoullaged T-55 abandoned in perfact
condition outside Kuwait City. Along the highway leading to
Basra, some Iragi camps were built, When the lragis tried
toescape norh, they oftenleft theirvahicles, equipment and
weapons bahind,



A Chinasa-made T-89 knocked out by LS. warplane.
Mote the lasar rangefinder on the urret, above the 100mm
guin.

The charred remains of a T-59 after receiving a direct
hit fram LS. A-10.

A Z8U-23-4 Shilka destroyed soulh of Kuswait City. The
frain armament of the ZSU-23-4 iz comprised of four AZP-
2a2ammeannonthat has a cyclic rate of fire of 8O0 01,000
rounds per barral per minute, (SIRPA)




A Homanian-mada LKW &t truck {4x2) desarted by its
crew, This |s a different version of the TV-51 having a
maximum road speed of 100kmh

A camoufiaged MT-LB of the 45th Infantry Division
abandoned ingood condition. A Franch soldier is searching
the vehicle for booby-traps. (SIRPA)

A GAZ-G6 (dud) 2000kg truck of a Spacial Forge
brigade attachad tathe 11th Infantry Division based near Al
Firtas, arpund 20km south of Kuwait City. Mote the
camouflage schemea, often usad by the spacial units. Inthis
camp, the author found equipment of a Republican Guard
unit, a large guantity of infra-red Bincculars, and a pila o
boxes of SAM-T missilas,




An uparmored T-55 of the 14th Infantry Division lef
behind by its crew on the Kuwait City-Qasr highway.

lagged by various units, this command post version of
Panhard M-3 APC/APC destroyed at Mutla Gap, has been
tharoughly searched by souvenir hunters

A ZS1)-23-4 Shilka destroyed on the highway to Basra.
TheIragl army had more than 400 vehicles in service before
the war.




The 5-60 automatic anti-aircraft gun has a 57mm
galibre and is oparated by a 7 man crew. It has a cyclic rate
of fire of 120mm and a maximum range of 12.000m
[SIRPA)

ACREV (Aribery Command and Reconnaissanca Vehicla)
minus its tracks. These vehicles were assigned to lrpgi 251
and 253 sell-propelled artilery batteries as battery fire
direction center and command vehicles.

2581 122mm self-propelled howitzer knocked out and
tagged near the Multa Gap




An Egyptian manufactured FAHD armored personnel carrier captured by Anammunition cutpost for artillery positions.
the Iragis and tumedinto a mobile pilleox guarding the water-front in Kuwait City,
This FAHD was designad by Thyssen Henschelwith a French Creusot-Loire TLI
mrrat, and ammead with twin 7.62mm machine guns, The FAHD s amphibious and
can carry twalva infantrymen plus a crew of hwo
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Marking of an lragi infantry division,

Anlragi T-88tank still burning after an air attack, The tank belonged to the 45th Infantry Division and was guarding a radar site near the border with Saudi Arabia
[SIRPA)



A Soviet-built 122mm 2

Adestroyed T-62 of the 37th Armored Divi onthe coastal road leading to Bul
umber of Chinesa-madea T-68s and the new T-T2s.

rah, This type of tank remained in front-line service though the lragihad a large




Weapons and ammunition found at Multa Gap.

Even water tankers were not spared at Multa Gap,




A burnt nultiple rocket launache A-21 cons of a standard Ura (BxE) truc tted with a 40-round rocket launcher at the
rear of the hull -

vertumed by a bomb.

& aquipped tha Osa class missile boats,




The Iragis often fled Kuwait with truckloads of weapons, This unlucky truck
was carrying a Yugoslavian M55 20mm anti-aircraft gunwhen itwas hitby Allied

snk-bustars. The Soviet F-1fragmentation grenades can be found everywhera inthe desert

Two BM-21 multiple rocket launcher vehicles captured by the French Army. Tha Iragi army had around 100 BM-21s in service before the Gulf War.



A Kuwaiti patral boat captured by the Iragis during the invasion and put inlo their own use, A ZPU-
4 14.5mm machine gun was installed by the captors for added firepower.







One unitwas b at Al Fubayhi thof Kuwait City;
the other was based on the island Jazirat Faylaka.

2 dismounting from a French Army
anhard M3VAT repairvehicle inths




Abrandn S1122m [-propelled howitzer laftin the suburb of Kuwait
City with only 23km in the cdometer,

MT-LB engineer vehicle with a plough blade mounted on the roof. MT-LB multi-pur, : track vehi in armored personnel carrier
configurs




BMP-1 infantry fighting vehicle. The turret of the
BMP-1 houses a 73mm model 2428 emoothbore gun,
with & 7.62mm PKT machine gun mounted coaxially.
Mounted over the 73mm gun is a launchear for the AT-
3 Sagger wire-guided ATGW. Eightinfantrymen can be
carried in addition 1o a crew of three.

Irag had about 500 of the 57mm S-60 automatic anti-aircraft gun befora the war




Somebunkars have machine gun aperiures, designed tofordi =14 ead A des bunkear in Kuwait Ci
of a frental assault from the sea,

BTR-50PK armored personnal carrier used in large quantities by all the |ragi infantry d




Atrench Skm long and filled with patral o
the Coalition forces moved into Kuwait, This never materalized
chose to run away rather than to turn the tranch into a flaming oil barrage. T
trench was located 50km from the Saudi border,




Different views of lragi's line of defense in Kuwait City
water-front. Trencheas wara made of cement and sand
bags, with barbed wires and barrficades further offon the
beach mingled with anti-parsonnel mines.




Anarillery positionin Kuwait City, linked by trencheas o
other positions.

A

Iragi barracks built from wood constructions stalen from
oil refineries.

..--"'"'"-. £ ‘_'-E':_:T1'. : : '. s
The main depot of the 37th Armored Division, located not too far from the Kuwait Intemational Airport.

Little was protected against bombardmeant. When the Allied troops arrived, they found & huge amaount
of brand new aquipmeant.

Anapartment building atthe waterfront in Kuwait City
usad as command post for an infantry battalion. The
Iragis had turned this bullding into a fertfication, Note the
sandbags and bricks on the windows, leaving only
apertures for machine-guns. Tha red circles onthe walls
An Iragi shelter that offers little protection against bombing and mortar shelling. ara divisional markings.




eek after the An Iragi campsite after the occupants surrendered
or the tarmac.

An abandonad Republican Guard unit camp near Kuwait City,

s and fortificati ;! is when they




S

Atevery cross-road in Kuwait City, the Iragis established a chack-point, The A hardened aircraft shelter destroyed by a French AS-30 laser guided
soldiers manning this check-point lived in an Arab tant. missila.

b s

An aerial view of As Salman airbase totally destroyved by LS. and French This is what a pracision bombing can do to a hardenad shelter. The Frenct
wamplanes, AS-30 laser guided missile entered the hanger through the roof,

An Iragi airbase captured by .5, forces, American helicopters can be sean on the lamacs.



Anlragi radar siteinsouthern lrag, Th
mact, while the Flat Face radar has been des! : in these ravetments were easy targets for Allied warplanes.

G T =

Explosions on As Salman airbase during the advance of the French Division Daguet, (SIAPA)




Infantry
Brigade

Commando
Company

3 x 60mm mortars
9 x APG-Ts

Mortar
Company

18 x B2mm martars

1

Brigade HQ
and Signal
Company

Supply and
Transportation

Reconnaissance
Platoon

Chemical
Platoon

Light Artillery
Battery

Regular Army
Armored
Brigade

!

Armored
Battalion

Mechanized
Infantry
Battalion

=3

Commando
Company

3 x 60mm mortars
9 x APG-Ts

Brigade HQ
and Signal
Company

Assault
Engineer

Company

Supply and
Transpaortation
"Company

J

Reconnaissance

Chemical
Platoon

Artillery
Battery




35 X fanks
TxAPCs

Battalion 45 - 50 x 2 1/2 ton trucks

B+ 10 x 1/2 ton trucks
2 x fuel trucks

2 x fuel trailers

3 x field kitchens

Tank Admin Reconnaissance Command/
Company Company Platoon Support
Company

6 x BRDM
11 x tanks per company

1x APC

Headguarters Tank
Platoon

3 x tank per platoon

Division
Artillery L
Headquarters i Division
Air Defense
Adrtillery

ST, SR

Artillery Light
Battalion Artillery
Battery

I

A ' Antiaircraft

Firing ArtiIIE!ry
Platoan i Battalion

Headquarters

& Admin ;f:'; S =

Company i I

L
4 % 120mm mortars

Service - s Antiaircraft
Company 6 guns per battery i Artille
12-13 x 2-1/2ton veh il Y
1 x 1/2 ton veh Fiky! E«Eﬁ’ﬂﬁl‘

|
Maintenance A I

Company r i 6 x 14.5mm/23mm
2 37mm/57mm guns

3 guns per pltsect




Division
Air Defense
Artillery

9 x ZSU-23-4 SPAA SA-9 _I—I Antiaircraft _H
|

Battalion | i

{or 9 x BTR-50 Battalion Battalion | Artillery
SPAA Guns) | |

|
—l
— ) He====
9 x SA-9 —I
Service 9 x Z5U-23-4 Antiaircraft

Company .;rtil:ltlr;‘trﬁ.ur
attery

Maintenance 6 x 14.5mm/23mm
Company 37mm/57mm guns

Mechanized
Company

Rifle Heawy
Platoon Weapons
Platoon

2 x APC

3 % 60mm mortars
12 x APG-7s

4 x12.7mm heavy
machineguns

|

1 x APC per squad
10 men per squad




Reconnaissance
Battalion

Headquarters Service Reconnaissance
Company Company

5x BTR-

Maintenance Reconnaissance
Company Platoon

6 x BRDM-2 per plt

Armored
Battalion

|
I | l

Tank Reconnaissance Bridge
Company Platoon Section

2 x CMD MBT

9 x MBT & x BRDM

2 x CMD MBT

Field
Engineer
Battalion

[___E__

Field
Beidging Engineer
I Platoon | 9

Company
e e
I

|

Field
Engineer
Platoon

HQ
Element




Supply
Battalion

J 670 personnel
| | ] |

Landline Radio Electrical Service
Company company Maintenance Company
Company

N |
[_Tactical VHF_]I Receiving &
Jamming Transmitting

| Flatoon | Platoon

L oo |

Mechanized 39 x IFV (or APC)
Infantry 23-25 x 2 1/2 ton vehicles
Battalion 2 x fuel vehicles

| 3 xfield kitchens

Mechanized Admin
Company Company

L
12 x ||=v\ro( APC)
1 x 3/4 ton vehicle
2 x 2 1/2 ton vehicles

(per company)

4 x BRDM 6 x 82mm Mortars
4 x Recoiless rifles

Reconnaissance
Platoon

& x BRDM




Command

Support
Company

|

Reconnaissance
Platoon

6 x BRDM

RGFC
Mechanized
Infantry
Battalion

39 x BMP-1 IFV
23-25 x 2 1/2 ton vehicles
2 x fuel vehicles
3 x field kitchens

Mechanized
Company

I
-

Combat
Support
Company

12 x BMP-1

1 % 3/4 ton vehicle

2 x 2 1/2 ton vehicles
{per company}

Antitank
Platoon

HQ
Company

3x ARPC

Reconnaissance
Platoon

6 x BRDM




RGFC
Infantry
Brigade

]

Headquarters
and Signal
Company

Infantry
Battalion

Light
Artillery
Battery

Chemical
Defensea
Platoon

Engineer
Flatoon

12 x 120mm
mortars

Reconnaissance
Platoon

Commando
Company

Supply &

Platoon

Transportation

Headquarters
and Signal
Company

Armored
Battalion

Mechanized
Infantry
Battalion

Reconnais-
sance
Platoon

Light
Artillery
Battery

12 ¥ 120mm mortars

Evacuation &
Maintenance
Platoon

Chemical
Defanse
Platoon

Supply &
Transportation
Company

Assault
Engineer
Company

Commando
Company




T

1:35 Modern AFV Series

3513 BRDM.2 3514 BRDM3 _ 3515 SA-9 GASKIN
These models from DML's fine line of 1/35 scale military vehicle kits can now be modeled as

equipment of the Iraqi Army that gained such notoriety in the recent Gulf War. All the quality
and level of detail you have come to expect is present throughout.

PLASTIC MODEL KITS
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IRAQI WRECKS & FORTIFICATIONS

by Eric Micheletti




